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JACKSONVILLE CITY COUNCIL

TRUE COMMISSION
LEGISLATIVE TRACKING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
May 4, 2017
2:00 p.m.

City Council Conference Room B
Suite 425, City Hall

117 W. Duval Street
Attendance: Niki Brunson (Chair), Danny Ferreira, John Pittman
Also: Jeff Clements – City Council Research; Dr. Johnny Gaffney – Mayor’s Office
The meeting was called to order at 2:01 p.m. by Commissioner Brunson and the attendees introduced themselves for the record. 
The minutes of the April 19, 2017 meeting were approved as distributed.

2017-182 (Amend Part 2 (Entertainment District) of Chapter 191 (Special Events & Entertainment District): Commissioner Brunson related that the A. Philip Randolph entertainment district was created just after Super Bowl 39 in 2005 to help build economic activity in that area leveraging activities at the Sports Complex. She said that unemployment in the area is very high and she believes that the district has the potential to be an economic engine because of its uniqueness, so she opposes the reduction of the district as proposed by the bill until a study is made of what activities might improve economic prospects in the area. The district’s alcoholic beverage open container exemption on special event days makes that area attractive for small businesses. Commissioner Ferreira questioned whether the entertainment district has an economic impact on the City that falls under the TRUE Commission’s purview. The committee made no recommendation on the bill.
2017-280 (Amending Sec. 111.925 (Neighborhood Enhancement Trust Fund), Part 9 (Neighborhood Development), Chapter 111 (Special Revenue & Trust Accounts), Ordinance Code, to create a fund to deposit all gifts, donations, contributions, grants & state funds received from Mission Springs Apartments): Jeff Clements described the purpose of the bill which would create a fund to receive payments in lieu of taxes received by the City of Jacksonville from an apartment complex purchased with City-issued industrial development revenue bonds. Commissioners questioned the value of the project to the City and precedent of creating district-specific funds.
Motion (Ferreira): recommend that the TRUE Commission oppose passage of 2017-280 because of the precedent of creating district-specific funds rather than allowing all City revenues to be allocated through the normal budget process – approved unanimously.

2017-289 (economic development incentive for Project Velocity): the bill passed at the previous Council meeting so no action is necessary. Jeff Clements explained the statement in the bill regarding compliance with the Public Investment Policy (no waivers required). Commissioner Ferreira questioned whether the City is keeping track of the performance of the companies granted economic development incentives to be sure that they are producing the benefits promised. Mr. Clements described the monitoring process for the creation of the promised jobs and the payment of the incentives after proof of performance. Commissioner Ferreira reiterated his continuing opposition to granting these economic incentives and expressed the feeling that most of the companies requesting the incentives would locate or expand in Jacksonville without them anyway.
2017-290 (economic development incentive for Project Avalanche): Mr. Clements explained the REV grant payout process. The committee decided to take the conversation on economic incentives to the full TRUE Commission.

2017-298 (resolution opposing creation of an additional $25,000 homestead exemption): the bill already passed in City Council. This bill will be discussed in the full commission.
Motion: discuss 2017-289, -290 and -298 with the full commission – approved unanimously.

Meeting adjourned: 3:05 p.m.
Jeff Clements, Chief - Council Research Division    
Posted  5.4.17   4:00 p.m.
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